
Presidential Candidates Stances on Gun Control 
Swallowing Stones 

 
 

The 2nd Amendment to the US Constitution reads:  "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed."  
 
Over the years, gun control has become a hot-button issue for political candidates of all offices.  The decisions over 
who can have how many and what type of guns was heavily debated during the 2016 presidential election. 
 
Using the website such as ontheissues.org , research the stances on gun control of the following presidential 
candidates from 2016.  Fill in the chart based on your research, and answer the questions that follow. 
 
 

 

Hopeful State Political 
Party 

Present Stance on Gun 
Control 

Has this 
stance 
changed? 

If so, how? 

Hillary Clinton Chicago Democratic she believes nobody should 
be able to just go out and buy 
a gun.  

It hasn’t.  

Ted Cruz Canada Republican he supports the 2nd 
amendment  

Still does  

Bernie Sanders New 
York 

Democratic people who don't like guns are 
fine.  99.9% of people with 
guns obey the law..he 
believes he could have made 
them meet in the middle 

Still agrees with 
what he says 

 

http://www.ontheissues.org/


Donald Trump Jamaic
a 

Republican protect the 2nd amendment He still believes 
in in what he 
says but kind of 
has the same 
perspective as 
Hillary. 

At first he just cared 
about the 2nd 
amendment but he 
also agrees with what 
Hillary said, even 
though they are 2 
different parties. 

 
 
 
 
Do you notice similarities on gun control issues based on political party lines? If so, how? If not, why not? 
 
No, everyone but Hillary supports the 2nd amendment.  
 
 
 
Do you notice similarities on gun control issues based on geographical lines? How? 
 
Geographical lines…? 
 
 
 
Which presidential candidate did you most identify with, and why? 
 
I think I would most likely agree with Hillary because it is true, not everyone should be able to buy a gun because a killer 
has to start somewhere. 


